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Constitution Day 
Florida Academy participates in Constitution Day every year on September 17 to 
commemorate the September 17, 1787 signing of the Constitution. 
This Congressional initiative is authorized by Section 111 of Division J of Pub. L. 108-447, 
the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005,” Dec. 8, 2004; 118 Stat. 2809, 3344-45 
(Section 111). The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement (Assistant 
Deputy Secretary) takes this action in order to implement this provision as it applies to 
educational institutions receiving Federal funding from the Department. Section 111(b) 
states “each educational institution that receives Federal funds for a fiscal year shall hold an 
educational program on the United States Constitution on September 17 of such year for 
the students served by the educational institution.” For purposes of the Department’s 
implementation of this requirement, “educational institutions” includes but is not limited to 
“local educational agencies” and “institutions of higher education” receiving Federal funding 
from the Department. Section 111 applies to all educational institutions receiving Federal 
funding, not only those receiving Federal funding from the Department. However, the 
Department’s authority only extends to those educational institutions receiving funding from 
the Department, and consequently the Department can only regulate with regard to those 
institutions. Section 111 requires that Constitution Day be held on September 17 of each 
year, commemorating the September 17, 1787 signing of the Constitution. However, when 
September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, Constitution Day shall be held during 
the preceding or following week. Section 111 does not authorize funds to carry out this 
requirement, and Section 111(d) indicates that this section shall apply “without fiscal year 
limitation.” Accordingly, the Assistant Deputy Secretary intends that this notice pertain to 
this fiscal year and all subsequent years. 
 
Some informational resources pertaining to the Constitution are listed below. 

 The National Archives web site provides Constitution Day activities and 

materials. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-

day/ and http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-workshop/ 

 The Library of Congress American Memory site provides numerous resources on the 

Constitution. These two links provide 

access: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.htmland http://thomas.loc.gov/teach

ers/constitution.html 

 The National Endowment for the Humanities provides content on the Constitution through 

the EDSITEMENT web site: http://edsitement.neh.gov/constitution-day 

 The U.S. Senate has posted material from the Legislative 

Branch:http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/ConstitutionDay.htm 
 


