July 8, 2026

Dear Florida Academy Students and Staff,

Florida Academy and its owners, L.J. Zielke and Mike Howell, are pleased to announce that the
institution has entered into an agreement with Qwincy Houston and Andrea Russin for the
acquisition of Florida Academy.

In this transaction, Mr. Zielke and Mr. Howell will transfer full ownership of the institution to
Mr. Houston and Ms. Russin, on a closing date anticipated on or after November 1, 2026. This
timeline is contingent upon the successful completion of all required approval processes by the
institution’s regulatory agencies, including the Commission for Independent Education (CIE),
the Council on Occupational Education (COE), and the United States Department of Education
(DOE).

For more than 36 years, Florida Academy has provided career-focused education and hands-on
training to thousands of students pursuing careers in the beauty, wellness, and skilled trades
industries. Our graduates have gone on to become highly skilled professionals, business owners,
and educators who proudly serve their communities and inspire future generations.

As we look toward the next 36 years and beyond, we are excited and optimistic about the
opportunities this transition will bring. Under the leadership of Mr. Houston and Ms. Russin,
Florida Academy will continue building upon its strong legacy while pursuing new opportunities
for innovation, growth, student success, and workforce development.

Mr. Houston is a seasoned higher education leader with nearly 20 years of experience in
postsecondary education, admissions leadership, campus operations, and institutional growth. As
part owner of Florida Academy, he brings a proven record of developing high-performing teams,
strengthening institutional operations, and fostering student achievement. He shares the
institution’s longstanding commitment—and that of its oversight agencies—to providing
students with an education that combines academic excellence with meaningful, real-world,
hands-on learning experiences that prepare graduates for successful careers. Mrs. Russin is a
seasoned real estate investor and multi-venture entrepreneur. In addition to her work as a
business leader, her educational background in psychology and occupational therapy aligns her
work with practical, career-focused education. She is eager to partner with Florida Academy to
create a meaningful impact as we together enter this new chapter of growth.



Throughout this transition, neither students nor staff will experience any interruption to their
education, programs, faculty, or student services. Classes, academic schedules, financial aid, and
student support services will continue to operate as normal while the approval process is
underway.

We will continue to keep you informed as this process moves forward and will schedule
opportunities for students to meet Mr. Houston and Ms. Russin on campus. In the meantime, if
you have any questions, please feel free to contact L.J. Zielke or Qwincy Houston.

Thank you for being an important part of the Florida Academy community. We look forward to
an exciting future together.

Sincerely,




